
 
 

Jewish Terminology 

Jewish culture and communities often use acronyms for various 

terms, organizations, and concepts. Here are some common 

Jewish acronyms along with their plain language explanations: 

• Shabbat: 

o Acronym: שבת 

o Plain Language: The Jewish Sabbath, a day of rest 

and worship from Friday evening to Saturday evening. 

• Kosher: 

o Acronym: רוּת  כַּשְׁ

o Plain Language: Refers to food that is prepared 

according to Jewish dietary laws. 

• Torah: 

o Acronym:  תּוֹרָה 

o Plain Language: The central reference of the religious 

Judaic tradition, consisting of the first five books of the 

Hebrew Bible. 

• Talmud: 

o Acronym:  מוּד לְׁ  תַּּ

o Plain Language: A central text in Rabbinic Judaism, 

consisting of a compilation of teachings, traditions, and 

commentary on the Torah. 

• Yeshiva: 

o Acronym:  יבָה  יֵשִׁ

o Plain Language: A traditional Jewish school or 

educational institution that focuses on the study of 

religious texts. 



• Mitzvah: 

o Acronym:  וָה צְׁ  מִׁ

o Plain Language: A commandment or a good deed, 

often referring to the ethical and ritual obligations in 

Judaism. 

• Havdalah: 

o Acronym:  דָלָה בְׁ  הַּ

o Plain Language: A religious ceremony that marks the 

end of Shabbat and the beginning of the new week. 

• Chabad: 

o Acronym:  ד" בַּ  חַּ

o Plain Language: A movement within Hasidic Judaism 

that emphasizes outreach and education. 

• Haggadah: 

o Acronym:  גָדָה  הַּ

o Plain Language: The text recited at the Passover 

Seder, telling the story of the Exodus from Egypt. 

• Mikvah: 

o Acronym:  וֶה קְׁ  מִׁ

o Plain Language: A ritual bath used for purification, 

often associated with Jewish laws and traditions. 

Remember that terms and approaches may vary, and it's 

essential to consider the specific community, cultural context, and 

individual preferences. Engage in open and respectful dialogue, 

seeking to create an inclusive environment where everyone feels 

valued and welcomed, regardless of identity.   
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